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U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
Department  of  the  Interior 


One  way  to  begin  looking  for  information  located  in  many  thousands  of  places 
across  the  Federal  Government  is  to  use  the  new  "Interactive  Citizens 
Handbook". 

[Use Mosaic  to  go  to  "http://www.whitehouse.gov  "J 
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This  facility  acts  as  an  electronic  visitors  center-it  includes  a  variety  of  online 
services  and  also  provides  a  high-level  view  of  some  information  resources. 
From  the  White  House  "home  page",  we  can  select  the  "Executive  Branch"... 
[Click on  "Executive Branch"] 
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There  are  four  ways  to  use  this  service  to  look  for  government  information: 


♦  By  selecting  a  government  agency  from  one  of  the  categories  in  the  image  above. 

♦  By  agency  using  a  map  of  Washington,  D.C. 

♦  By  a  subject  index  to  government  information  online,  which  is  provided  by  FedWorld. 

♦  By  a  government  information  locator  service  (GILS),  which  is  an  index  being  built  to  all 
government  information. 


ind  Information  from  Other  Branches  of  the  Government 


. . .  and  find  that  there  are  additional  "electronic  visitor's  centers"  for  dozens  of 
Federal  agencies. 

f  Click  on  "The  President 's  Cabinet  "J 
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Selecting  each  of  these, 

[Click  on  "Department  of  the  Interior  "J 
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■>  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 


As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned  public  lands  and  natural  resources.  This  includes 
fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and  wildlife,  and 
preserving  the  environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historic  places. 

The  Interior  Department  also  assesses  our  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their 
development  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  the  people. 

Additionally,  the  Department  has  a  major  responsibility  for  American  Indian  reseivation 
communities  and  for  people  who  live  in  the  Island  Territories  under  United  States  administration. 


you  would  find  many  more  dozens  of  agencies  presenting  themselves 
electron!  cally-a  web  of  interconnected  brochures  filled  with  useful 
information.  In  addition,  Federal  agencies  make  available  a  great  variety  of 
other  public  information  locators,  including  walk-up  kiosks,  paper  directories, 
telephone  information  centers,  electronic  bulletin  boards,  and  networked 
information  systems. 

[Clickon  "U.S.  Geological  Survey"] 
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Often,  though,  you  don't  want  to  just  window-shop  in  the  "information 
shopping  mall"— you  want  to  get  in  and  find  a  specific  product. 

[Return  to  "Executive  Branch  "  page ] 

[ Click  on  "subject  index  to  government  information  online  "] 
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FedWorld  Subject  Index 


US  Government  Information  Servers 

US 'Government 'Information Servers have been sortea 'into main subject 'categories. 
You  cm  move  to  an  alphabetic  location  in  the  subject 'categoiylist 'by selecting  a 
category  in the. fallowing index or by -scrolling through the list 'below.  ' 

INDEX  OF  SUBJECT  CATEGORIES 


A  -  Admin, ,  Aeronautics,  etc. 
B  -  heh.tv.ior,  Business ,  etc. 
C  -  Chemistry,  Computers,  etc. 
E  -  Education,  Energy,  etc. 
G  -  Govariment  Inventions 
H  -  Health  Care 
I  -  Indus  trial  Engineering 
J  -  Jobs,  Justice,  etc. 


1  ~  h9.?A?.i?J:^??c .P^^113^'  e*c- 
X  -  Manufacturing,  Military,  etc. 

W  -  Natural  Resources,  navigation,  etc. 

0  -  Ocean  Technology,  Ordnance,  etc. 

P  -  Hiotagxapby ,  Shysics,  etc. 

S  -  Space  regffglogy 

T  -  Transportation 

U  -  Urban  and  Regional  Technology 


Here  is  one  example  of  a  subject  index  that  is  similar  to  the  directory  in  a 
shopping  mall.  Yet,  the  information  holdings  of  the  Federal  Government  are  so 
rich  and  varied  that  this  kind  of  subject  directory  is  not  of  much  practical  use. 
You  would  often  find  that  the  subject  directory  doesn't  provide  a  listing  for 
the  specific  kind  of  information  you  need. 

[Return  to  "Executive  Branch  "  page ] 

[Click  on  "government  information  locator  service  "] 
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Inventory  of  Information  Resources 
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By  using  the  Government  Information  Locator  Service  directly,  you  are  not 
constrained  to  browse  for  information  in  just  the  way  that  a  particular  provider 
designed  for  you.  With  GILS,  it  is  as  though  we  have  all  the  stores  in  the 
shopping  mall  publish  their  full  product  inventories-the  actual  listings  they 
themselves  use  to  track  what's  on  the  shelves  and  in  the  warehouse. 

Now,  this  kind  of  detailed  product  inventory  information  may  be  far  more  than 
most  shoppers  want.  We  fully  expect  that  most  of  the  public  will  continue  to 
find  information  through  specialized  services  and  topical  directories.  In  GILS, 
we  call  these  diverse  information  providers  "intermediaries". 
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The  role  of 
intermediaries; 

The  role  of 
Government 


Intermediaries  take  many  forms-they  can  be  libraries,  commercial  firms,  non- 
governmental organizations  such  as  public  interest  groups,  or  agencies 
themselves.  Although  these  intermediaries  will  be  there  to  answer  the  vast 
majority  of  questions  from  the  public,  each  intermediary  is  selective  about 
what  it  presents.  It  is  the  job  of  these  intermediaries  to  provide  a  very  focused 
experience-to  guide  their  community  of  interest  to  the  information  sources 
they  need. 

In  contrast,  GILS  is  a  government-wide  service.  GILS  specifies  how  the 
inventories  of  information  products  are  to  made  searchable-it  does  not 
presume  to  organize  the  information  resources  in  any  one  particular  way. 

This  is  a  very  powerful  approach:  By  focusing  on  the  underlying  service  rather 
than  the  way  information  is  presented,  GILS  provides  a  level  playing  field  and 
allows  for  a  rich  variety  in  how  the  information  is  packaged  differently  for 
different  communities. 
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How  will  GILS  be  used? 


♦  Intermediaries  make  GILS  accessible  in 
many  ways  (paper,  kiosks,  electronic) 

♦  Direct  users  have  unbridled  view  of 
government  information  holdings 

♦  Government  information  is  embedded  in 
the  Giobal  Information  Infrastructure 


GILS  then,  is  a  service  that  makes  is  possible  to  search  for  information 
resources  in  ways  that  the  actual  providers  may  not  have  anticipated.  GILS  will 
be  used  by  intermediaries  so  they  can  construct  specialized  services  and  topical 
directories  for  the  particular  clientele  they  serve.  The  services  and  directories 
provided  by  these  intermediaries  will  take  many  forms—they  may  be  seen  in 
paper  catalogs,  CD-ROM's,  kiosks,  800  number  referral  services,  and  bulletin 
boards  systems,  in  addition  to  Internet  services  like  the  White  House 
Interactive  Citizens  Handbook. 

At  the  same  time,  anyone  with  access  to  the  Internet  can  use  GILS  directly.  In 
that  case,  the  user  can  scan  across  huge  volumes  of  inventory  information, 
picking  and  choosing  whatever  is  of  interest.  Especially  exciting  about  GILS  is 
that  the  direct  user  is  not  limited  to  just  U.S.  federal  government  holdings. 
Since  GILS  adopts  the  standards  already  in  use  among  the  largest  libraries  and 
information  services  worldwide,  government  information  becomes  just  one 
aspect  of  a  vast  global  continuum  that  includes  information  resources  of  all 
kinds. 
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GILS  as  an  Element  of  the 
National  Information  Infrastructure 

and  the 

Global  Information  Infrastructure 


Paul  Evan  Peters 
Executive  Director, 
Coalition  for  Networked  Information 


I'd  like  to  introduce  Paul  Evan  Peters,  Executive  Director  of  the  Coalition  for 
Networked  Information.  Paul  will  discuss  "GILS  as  an  Element  of  the  National 
Information  Infrastructure  and  the 
Global  Information  Infrastructure." 
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Government 
Information  Locator 
Service  (GILS) 
Demonstration 


Eliot  Christian 

ft <■=        U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
Department  of  the  Interior 


As  a  service,  the  policies  and  standards  that  comprise  GILS  are  similar  to  a 
"building  code"~you  can  visit  a  building  that  complies  with  the  building  code, 
but  you  can't  walk  into  the  "building  code"  itself. 

In  the  same  way,  to  demonstrate  GELS  we'll  be  looking  at  approaches  to 
finding  GILS  information  directly  that  are  possible  with  certain  kinds  of 
Internet  software.  We'll  also  look  at  how  information  services  provided  to  the 
public  by  intermediaries  can  be  enriched  by  having  access  to  GILS-compliant 

sources. 
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Government  Information  Locator  Service 


♦  GILS  supplements  other  public  access 
facilities  by  U.S.  federal  agencies 

♦  Adoption  of  existing  international  standards 
assures  broad  information  access 

♦  Search  and  retrieval  standards  encourage 
diverse  approaches  to  information  access 


All  U.S.  federal  agencies  will  participate  in  GILS.  This  participation  in  GILS 
supplements,  but  does  not  replace,  the  many  other  facilities  agencies  maintain 
for  public  access  to  government  information  holdings. 

By  adopting  existing  international  standards  for  information  search  and 
retrieval,  GILS  assures  that  direct  users  can  have  the  broadest  possible  access 
to  information.  The  standards  adopted  for  GILS  make  minimal  constraints  on 
that  access— information  can  be  stored  in  many  different  ways,  organized  in 
many  different  ways,  and  presented  to  users  in  many  different  ways  by 
intermediaries. 

[Use Mosaic  to  go  to  "http://info.er.usgs.gov/gils/gils"] 
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GILS  Sampler 


♦  California  Rivers  Assessment 

•  CjP.fflJUexceJjif^^ 

•  Defense  Technical  information  Center  (DTiC) 

•  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

♦  FedWorld 

♦  GPQ  Access  (Government  Printing  Officer 

•  interNIC  Directory  and  Database  Services 

♦  Lawrence  Berkeley  Laboratory'  fLBL) 

♦  Library  of  Congress  WWW  homepage 

♦  l-ioiQDSiOcsnnican^ 

*  United  States  Postal  Service 

*  WAIS  Director  cf  Servers  iWAIS,  Inc.) 


These  are  just  a  few  of  the  locators  that  are  already  adopting  GELS.  We'll 
choose  the  Commerce  Information  Locator  Service  to  see  an  example  of  an 
agency  that  is  a  very  active  intermediary  promoting  public  access  to 
government  information. 

[ Click  on  "Commerce  Information  Locator  Service  "J 

We  had  intended  to  run  this  demonstration  live,  but  in  moving  to  this  large 
auditorium,  we  lost  our  ability  to  do  a  good  projection  from  my  PC.  We  do 
have  a  couple  of  PC's  set  up  down  here  in  front,  and  you're  welcome  to  come 
down  after  the  presentations  if  you  want  to  see  some  of  this  in  actual  operation. 
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Run  a  query  using  Inquery  on 
Commerce  Information  Locator  Service 

li  i 

Enter  as  long  a  query  as  you  wish.  Press  the  RUN  button 
to  start  the  search. 


RUra  QUERY  jj 


Clear  (iuerv 


M ai ntai n e r:  Fred  Lenherr tenherrQa'if.  cs.  amass,  edu 


Within  the  Commerce  Information  Locator  Service  we  can  search  for 
information  across  many  component  organizations  that  otherwise  would  not 
have  a  common  interface  for  public  access. 

This  implementation  uses  network  server  software  called  "Inquery"  but  if  the 
server  is  GILS-compliant,  users  have  a  variety  of  software  that  can  access  it. 

For  example,  Ameritech  Library  Services  offers  sophisticated  network 
software  for  Microsoft  Windows  called  "WinPAC".  This  software  has 
features  needed  by  professional  librarians,  and  implements  advanced  features 
of  the  Z39.50  search  and  retrieval  standard. 
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Z39.50  Client  to  GILS-compliant  Server 


EC 


HE 


File    Edit    Search    View  Help 


S-WinPAC  it  now  connected  to  WAIS  GILS  Se*vei  V2  : 

>:Hf  you  we  aieady  toniiai  wih  WnPAC,  bepn you  »e*ch  leinort  WinPAC  • 

>:.wil  iwvmize  thu  window  aJomatcafiy  Fa  inlantaton  about  tang  WinPAC.  . 

,;.rcVck  any  ol  the  butlont  on  the  pa#iei  below  When  yauio  teady  lo  b*Qn  a  : 

:-:4*afch.  WinPAC  wt!  nmirree  lf«  window  leu  you.Fot  mote  nlamoton  about  • 

■siting  WnPAt.  p*ew  the  FT  key.  ; 


■J  fubtHfbfb^n 

1 

nr 

n 


In  this  particular  case,  we're  using  WinPAC  to  access  a  GILS-compliant  server 
using  the  commercial  version  of  Wide  Area  Information  Servers  (WAIS)  from 
WAIS,  Incorporated. 
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Search  by  GILS  Core  Elements 


MOOOOOMONOOOOM0OMMM 


WlnPAC 


File    Edll    Search    View  Help 


Pis 


ANYWHERE 


T  ide 

LocgJ  Sifctect  Index 


S3 

Ifillii 


Here,  the  software  has  recognized  that  this  particular  server  is  offering  records 
that  can  be  searched  by  fields,  including  the  GILS  Core  Elements.  For  now, 
we'll  choose  to  find  the  term  "USGS"  anywhere  in  the  record  rather  than 
constraining  the  search  to  just  certain  fields. 
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GILS  Locator  Records  in  Relevance  Order 


TEE 


file    Edit    Search    Vjew  Help 


i  6wf  I         Ur_J  USjif  i&SS. 


AtWHSfE><a|fa; 


iisGsV 


M  Vol  ihe 'Woifd  Wide  Web  See  *v^yo  [r^9e Vol  Ufedi  home 


fiSB*.   

UsG^  jeivet  taGopha.  See  evarlablebrkap:  tobeon 

rlATlOMU.  DIGITAL  CARTOGRAPHIC  DATABASE .  DIGITAL  ELEVATION  ' 

mm.  

NATIONAL  COAL  RESOURCES  DATA  SYSTEM 
Refevance.  53* 

GEOGRAPHIC  NAMES  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 

w-  e-592  


NATIONAL  DIGITAL  CARTOGRAPHIC  DATA  BASE  •  DMA  DIGITAL 
'ATIOH  11 


T  MODEL 


NATIONAL  DIGITAL  CARTOGRAPHIC  DATA  BASE  -  IARGE  SCALE 

NATIONAL  DIGITAL  CARTOGRAPHIC  DATA  SASE  - 1:2  MILLION  SOLE 
R.ejfvsrice:>l5 

NATIONAL  WATER  DATA  EXCHANGE 


33i_ 


■W8i>Gl«-^>iwW-  j 


The  search  results  first  in  a  listing  of  the  titles  of  the  records  that  contain  the 
term.  You  then  select  the  records  of  interest  to  see  the  full  contents. 

As  a  service  definition,  GILS  specifies  how  agencies  can  have  a  common 
approach  for  the  public  to  find  information.  But,  even  more  importantly,  GILS 
allows  Federal  government  information  to  be  intermixed  with  other 
government  and  non-government  resources. 

[ Go  back  to  "GILS Demonstration  "page J 

[Click  on  "Search  across  multiple  sources  "J 
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Government  Information  Locator  Service 
Demonstration 

Complete  text  search  terms: 


LAHDSAT 


Your  search  will  span  the  following  locators  combined  into  a  single  locator 
maintained  at  USGS 

♦  Arctic  Environmental  Data  Directory 

♦  Earth  Science  Data  Directory 

•  International  Association  of  Hydrologists  (IAH)  Data  Directory 

♦  SlQrGAI  Compendium  of  Federal  CD-ROMs 

*  Texas  Natural  Resources  Information  System 

*  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Data  Directory 


USGS  WWW  —  Z39.50  Gateway 


Maintained  root@oemg.  Cost:  0.00,  Cost  unit:  :free 


Here's  one  example  of  searching  across  six  different  GELS  locators  that  could 
be  maintained  by  five  separate  organizations  around  the  world:  the  Arctic 
Research  Policy  Committee,,  the  International  Association  of  Hydrologists,  the 
Special  Interest  Group  on  CD-ROM  Applications  and  Technology,  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 

[Type  in  "LANDSAT"  as  search  term ] 

For  this  demonstration,  we'll  enter  the  word  "LANDSAT'  to  search  for  satellite 
pictures  we  might  need  for  an  environmental  project  at  school. 
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Access  to  GILS  records  via  Mosaic  browser 


Results  from  running  query  with:  LANDSAT 

Title:  LANDSAT  AND  EARTH  RESOURCES  OBSERVATION 
RETURN-BEAM  VIDICON  IMAGERY 
Score:  1000,  Bytes:  61 69 

♦  (TEXT) 

♦  (SGML) 

♦  i'HTML'i 


Title:  LANDSAT  EARTH  RESOURCES  OBSERVATIONS 
MULTISPECTRAL  SCANNERS  IMAGERY 
Score:  738.  Bytes:  4831 

♦  iTEXQ 

♦  fSGML) 

♦  (HTML) 


Title:  LANDSAT  DATA 
Score:  627,  Bytes:  3863 

♦  (TEXT! 

♦  (SGML) 

♦  t'HTML") 


The  search  returns  a  list  of  locator  records  that  refer  to  sources  relevant  to 
"Landsat."  Let's  choose  one  and  see  what  the  locator  record  looks  like. 

[In  second  entry,  LANDSAT  EARTH  RESOURCES  OBSERVATIONS  MULTI- 
SPECTRAL  SCANNERS  IMAGERY,  Click  on  "HTML"] 

[When  record  is  returned,  position  to  top  of  record] 
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GILS  Locator  Record  "Core  Elements" 

Title: 

LANDSAT  EARTH  RESOURCES  OBSERVATIONS  MOLTTSPECTRAL 

SCANNERS  IMAGERY 

Acronym: 

LANDSAT  DATA  (MSS) 

Originator: 

USGS/NMD 

LocalSubje  c  t_Index: 

DOIGC;  EDC;  EROS;  GLOBAL;  IMAGERY;  LANDSAT;  REMOTE  SENSING; 
SATELLITE;  US;  USGS;  ESDD;  U.S.  Federal  GILS 

Abstiact: 

A  Multispectral  Scanner  (MSS)  has  flown  on  board  five  Landsat  satellites  to  date. 
Landsat  1,  2  and  3  operated  in  a  circular,  sun-synchronous,  near-polar  orbit  at  an 
altitude  of  approximately  913  km  (567  miles),  with  a  nominal  9:30  A.M.  crossing  of  the 
Equator  during  the  descending  mode.  They  circled  the  Earth  every  103  minutes, 


In  this  GILS  locator  record,  we  find  a  description  of  the  USGS  Landsat 
archives  at  the  EROS  Data  Center  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

The  GILS  locator  record  includes  a  number  of  required  "elements"~fields  like 
"title",  "originator",  and  "abstract".  In  this  particular  record,  we  also  see  that 
there  is  an  element  called  "acronym".  "Acronym"  is  not  a  well-known  GILS 
Core  Element;  in  GILS,  other  fields  are  simply  handled  as  locally  defined 
elements. 

[Scroll down  to  "Availability  "] 
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Availability: 

Distributor: 
Name: 

USGS/NMD 
Organization; 

USOS/NMD 
Streex__Addrcss : 

EROS  DATA  CENTER,  U.S.  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY 

City: 

SIOUX  FALLS 

State: 

SD 

Zip_Code: 

57198 
Country: 

USA 
Telephone: 

(605)594-6131 

Fax: 

(605)594-6589 
Kesource_Description: 

LANDSAT  EARTH  RESOURCES  OBSERVATIONS  IVlULTISFECTRAL  SCANNERS  IMAGERY 
Orttei'_Process: 

To  place  ordets,  obtain  additional  information,  technical  details,  ancillary  products,  and  pricing 
schedules  regarding  products  and  services,  or  international  data  holdings  contact  the  EROS  Data 
Center,  Customer  Services  Section. 


The  order  process  for  obtaining  the  referenced  information  is  described 
within  the  GILS  locator  record. 

[Scroll  down  to  "Linkage"] 
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GILS  Locator  Record  "Linkage" 


Linkage: 

httpi//sunl.cr.usgs.gov:80/glis/giis.html 

Lirikage_Type : 

URL 

Access_Constraiitte : 

Access  is  not  restricted  unless  otherwise  noted. 
DocumcHtatio  n: 

U.S.  Geological  Survey,  1979,  Landsat  Data  Users  Handbook  (REVISED): 
USGS.p.  1-1  TO  AH-1.  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Admin.,  1984,  Landsat,  4  handbooks. 

tTse_Constraijtts: 

This  data  and  information  has  been  approved  for  release  by  the  Director  of  the 
USGS  on  condition  that  neither  the  USGS  nor  the  United  States  Government  may  be 
held  liable  for  any  damages  resulting  from  its  authorized  or  unauthorized  use. 
Status: 

OPERATIONAL 


In  addition  to  the  text  description  of  the  order  process,  there  are 
elements  that  describe  any  access  constraints  or  use  constraints  for  the 
referenced  information  resource. 

In  this  particular  case,  we  see  that  the  locator  record  contains  an 
"electronic  linkage"  element. 

[Click  on  link  in  linkage  element.] 

When  we  click  on  this  linkage  field,  we  are  connected  directly  to  the 
referenced  resource-the  Global  Land  Information  System. 
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Global  Land  Information  System 

This  information  is  preliminary  and  is  provided  with  the  understanding  that  it  is  not 
guaranteed  to  be  correct  or  complete.  Conclusions  drawn  from  this  information  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  user. 

The  Global  Land  Information  System  (GLIS)  is  an  interactive  computer  system  developed  by  the 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  (USGS)  for  scientists  seeking  sources  of  information  about  the  Earth's  land 
surfaces.  GLIS  contains  metadata  that  is,  descriptive  information  about  data  sets.  Through  GLIS, 
scientists  can  evaluate  data  sets,  determine  their  availability,  and  place  online  requests  for 
products.  GLIS  is  more  than  a  mere  list  of  products.  It  offers  online  samples  of  earth  science  data 
that  may  be  ordered  through  the  system. 


Now,  we  can  browse  through  actual  Landsat  pictures  or  order  high  resolution 
copies  online. 

We  can  also  choose  to  search  for  information  by  just  clicking  on  a  map. 
[Go  to  Spatial  Searching  via  GLIS.] 
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Looking  for  a  map 


....(  r:...  i-y'W '■  :    ••••••  ■%.■::.■«}  ^"9"  ...  > 


This  is  a  map  that  serves  as  an  index  to  other  maps.  We'll  choose  Arkansas. 
[Click  on  "Vicksburg"] 
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Looking  for  a  map 


And  here  we  can  get  a  more  detailed  view  to  focus  in  on  our  area  of  interest. 

Everyone  needs  to  find  information  that  is  referenced  to  places  on  the  Earth— 
whether  using  a  highway  map  or  evaluating  the  best  place  to  put  a  new  factory. 
Because  of  its  traditional  leadership  role  in  this  area,  the  Federal  government  is 
helping  to  create  a  National  Spatial  Data  Infrastructure. 
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National  Spatial  Data  Infrastructure 

Goal  I  to  make  it  easy  for  people  to  find  and 
use  geo-referenced  information  (federal,  state, 
county,  public  utility,  commercial,  etc.) 

♦  Federal  Geographic  Data  Committee  leadership 

♦  Standards  (Spatial  Data  Transfer  Standard, 
Content  Standard  for  Geospatial  Metadata) 

♦  GILS-compIiant  "Spatial  Data  Clearinghouse" 

A  critical  component  of  the  National  Spatial  Data  Infrastructure  is  the 
clearinghouse—a  locator  for  geo-referenced  data  and  information.  This 
clearinghouse  will  be  fully  compliant  with  GILS. 

The  ability  to  generalize  searching  to  other  patterns,  such  as  places  on  the 
Earth,  makes  for  a  very  powerful  approach  to  information  access.  We  have 
only  begun  to  imagine  how  these  new  kinds  of  searching  can  be  applied  to  the 
exploration  of  knowledge. 

The  international  standards  adopted  by  GILS  have  been  developed  primarily 
by  the  library  and  information  services  community.  A  direct  user  of  GILS 
therefore  has  immediate  access  to  huge  amounts  of  electronic  information 
already  available  through  the  world's  great  library  collections.  As  just  one 
example,  we'll  take  a  quick  look  at  the  resources  made  available  through  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

[Go  to  "Library  of  Congress"  WWW  home  page] 
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Abjaytthe  Library  of  Congress  World  Wide  Web 

Extltola  (Recent  Selections  from  Library  of  Congress  Exhibits) 

American  Memory  (Selected  Collections  from  the  Library  of  Congress) 

Country  Studies  (Area  Handbooks) 

FOW/MiA  Database  (Federal  Research  Division) 

Global  Electronic  Library  (Other  World  Wide  Web  Resources  by  Subject) 

l.C  MARVEL  (Gopher-based  Campus-Wide  Information  System) 

LQCIS  (Search  Online  Catalogs  and  Databases) 


The  success  of  GILS  doesn't  depend  on  massive  government  investments  or 
sweeping  policy  changes.  Rather,  by  adopting  existing  international 
information  standards,  GILS  builds  on  the  efforts  of  talented  people  worldwide 
already  working  on  information  access  issues. 

In  addition  to  the  services  that  will  be  offered  by  intermediaries,  free  public 
domain  software  for  direct  user  access  to  GILS  locators  will  be  available  from 
many  sources-as  will  software  to  support  the  publishing  of  GILS-compliant 
locators  on  international  networks. 

With  active  research  worldwide  and  public  demand  for  better  access 
mechanisms,  GILS  will  evolve  to  take  advantage  of  new  insights  into  how  best 
to  help  the  public  find  and  retrieve  the  most  relevant  information  out  of  the 
vast  electronic  resources  that  continue  to  expand  explosively . 
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Information  about  GILS  is  available  on  the 
Internet,  through  the  World  Wide  Web 


Start  at  this  location: 

<URL:HTTP://WWW  JQSGS.GOV/GILS> 

Or,  start  at 

<URL:HTTP://WWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV> 
then  choose  "Executive  Branch",  and 
"Government  Information  Locator  Service" 


Information  about  GILS  is  available  on  the  Internet,  through  the  World  Wide 
Web 

Start  at  this  location: 

<URL:HTTP  ://WWW.USGS .  GO  V/GILS> 

Or,  start  at  <URL:HTTP:/AVWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV> 

then  choose  "Executive  Branch",  and  "Government  Information  Locator 

Service" 
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